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Effects of the Communications Act of 
1934

• “Public Interest” mandate
– Eliminated educational media allocations

• Unexpectedly mobilized multiple sectors
• Set parameters for public media 

organization
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National Association 
of Educational Broadcasters

• Founded in 1925/26
• Clearing house for educational 

broadcasting
• Eventual Builders of public media in 1960s
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John Studebaker

• Office of Education
• Expert technocrat
• Wanted federal 

educational broadcasting
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FCC and Office of Education 
invitation to The Rockefeller 
Foundation, 1935
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FCC Commissioner E.O. Sykes on the need for 
educational broadcasting, and its deficiencies
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First FREC Conference

FCC Pursuant to Section 307 (c) of the 
Communications Act of 1934 
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The Office of Education and  
the NAEB Build FREC
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“Project No. 15”
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Hadley Cantril on the FREC
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Paul Lazarsfeld: “what can be done to improve educational 
broadcasting?”
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Princeton Radio Research Project 
on “Service” and “General” Research
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Proto-Public Media Emerges 
During the New Deal

• Public radio practitioners, federal, + R & D
• Philanthropic funding and clarifying 

legislation
• FREC, 1938
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Charles Siepmann

• BBC Director of Talks
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Hadley Cantril describing findings from “new” quantitative 
methods about listener psychology, 1939, soon applied to 
OWI 
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Wilbur Schramm to John Marshal at Rockefeller, on 
behalf of the Allerton House Seminar Proposal, 1949
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Group report written by Allerton House Seminar 
participants, 1950

23



The Office of Education’s Clearing house, 
the prototype for the “Bicycle Network” 24



The National Association of 
Educational Broadcasters

The growing Bicycle Network, broken into regions
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The Defense of Education Act sets Precedent for Block 
Grants for Educational Technology Access 26



Block Grants in the 
Educational Television Facilities Act of 1962
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Public Broadcasting Act of 1967:
Title I—Construction of Facilities
Title II—Establishment of Nonprofit Educational Broadcasting 
Corporation
Title III—Study of Educational and Instructional Broadcasting28


