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Poynter — 3/16/17

President Trump’s budget slashes
support for funder of NPR, PBS
and public radio stations
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‘Sesame Street’is one of many programs that may be less accessible in poor rural areas if Trump's proposed budg

This morning, Donald Trump's White House released a proposed budget rife
with cuts. Among them was a complete elimination of the money allocated to
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, or CPB. Federal funding for CPB
amounts to about $450 million per year—or about $1.35 per citizen, annually.

“There is no viable substitute for federal funding that ensures Americans have
universal access to public media’s educational and informational programming
and services," said Patricia Harrison, president and CEO of CPB in a statement.
"The elimination of federal funding to CPB would initially devastate and
ultimately destroy public media’s role in early childhood education, public
safety, connecting citizens to our history, and promoting civil discussions for
Americans in rural and urban communities alike. f CPB’s federal funding were to be completely eliminated, the organization
would lose $445 million annually. About $298 million of this is appropriated to
public television, $99.1 million to public radio and the rest to system support

and operating costs.

"Small and rural stations serving underserved populations would be the first to
feel that impact and would be hit hardest," Anne Brachman, CPB's VP of
government affairs, told Forbes.




Rad Preservation Task Force

A federal Library of Congress project
200+ Research Associates, 26 directors
— 130 colleges and universities represented

400+ archives and museums

Major partners:
— Smithsonian(s), Hoover, Wilson
— U.S. National Archives

— Peabodys, Newseum, Paley
— NPR, St. Louis Media History
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Communications Act of 1934

COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934

AN ACT To provide for the regulation of interstate and foreign communication by wire or
radio, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeniatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

TITLE I--GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 1. [47 US.C. 151] PURPOSES OF ACT, CREATION OF FEDERAL
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION.

For the purpose of regulating interstate and foreign commerce in communication by wire and
radio so as to make available, so far as possible, to all the people of the United States, without
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, or sex, a rapid, efficient, Nation-
wide, and world-wide wire and radio communication service with adequate facilities at reasonable
charges, for the purpose of the national defense, for the purpose of promoting safety of life and
property through the use of wire and radio communication, and for the purpose of securing a more
effective execution of this policy by centralizing authority heretofore granted by law to several
agencies and by granting additional authority with respect to interstate and foreign commerce in wire
and radio communication, there is hereby created a commission to be known as the "Federal
Communications Commission,” which shall be constituted as hereinafter provided, and which shall
execute and enforce the provisions of this Act.




Effects of the Communications Act of
1934

e “Public Interest” mandate
— Eliminated educational media allocations
* Unexpectedly mobilized multiple sectors

» Set parameters for public media
organization



National Association
of Educational Broadcasters

 Founded in 1925/26

» Clearing house for educational
broadcasting

* Eventual Builders of public media in 1960s




John Studebaker

* Office of Education

* Expert technocrat
* Wanted federal
educational broadcasting




FCC and Office of Education
invitation to The Rockefeller
Foundation, 1935




FCC Commissioner E.O. Sykes on the need for
educational broadcasting, and its deficiencies

11



FCC Pursuant to Section 307 (c) of the
Communications Act of 1934




The Office of Education and
the NAEB Build FREC
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Hadley Cantril on the FREC
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Paul Lazarsfeld: “what can be done to improve educational
broadcasting?”




Princeton Radio Research Project
on “Service” and “General’ Research
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Proto-Public Media Emerges
During the New Deal

* Public radio practitioners, federal, + R & D

* Philanthropic funding and Clarlfylng
legislation g

« FREC, 19
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Future guidance end coordination of regional public radio progr:
president Crane has been a member of the Commitltee on Fduc !
Radio for seven years, and for the past two years Chairms of t1 1
d e n eaddition, he has long served as Chairmaen of the Committeec
mittee. ’ R
Redio of the Associstion of State Universities and of the As ietior
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of existence in the iﬁmeﬂ ete future.

In the early years the National Committee sought federal action t«
reserve 15% of the aveilsble wave lengths for educationel and public
purposes. Feailing this, the Committee turned its attention to other meeans
of improving the public use of radio. During the past two years it has
worked especially to develop coordinated undertakings by regions in which
the colleges and universities, parent-teacher organizations and various
other groups at interest should pool their telent and resources in setting
up programs for the region to be known as "public radio programs." These

] ising,

ere to be self-sustaining, non-commercizl, and presumsbly non-advert
At the moment the wos

and to utilize the best resources of the ares.



Charles Siepmann

« BBC Director of Talks
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The Purposc of Audience Roscarch

Corresponding to the nany ways in which audience rosearch can be

finod, its purpose nlso pomits various kinds of presentaticn. If the fina

purpose of broadeasting is to affoct people, then one of the purposes of au

ence research ie to appraise tho Eatcntial effects of a broadcast. I usual
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Hadley Cantril describing findings from “new” quantitative
methods about listener psychology, 1939, soon applied to 2!
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1) Bducational broadcasters have stood pretty still while the
industry has walked around them. Because of swift changes, they are now
av & put-up-or-shut-up place, Specifically:

2) They must decide whether the whole approach to financing
educational radio must be changed, Physicall

y, the only unclosed roads

i) General subject tc be the nature of public service )
and implied subtitle to be the responsibilities and potential:
educational radic

5) Procedure to be entirely discussion groups, centered
around problems and consultants. Fellows to choose their own presiding
officers, and within limits of available consultants to determine
direction of program and best use of consulting perscnnel.

Wilbur Schramm to John Marshal at Rockefeller, on
behalf of the Allerton House Seminar Proposal, 1949
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Society requires different services from the two kinds of institutions.
The educational institution and its broadcasting arm exist entirely to render
public service and to make education widely aveilable, Their success is judged,
pot by economic resulte, but by achievement in reaching this educationa
The non-commerciel broadcaster, no less than the commercial, is dependent up
proper financing, skills, techniques, knowledge of his audience, and limitations

of the medium, but the simjlarities of his operation to commercial operation are

dictated by the requirements of the medium, rather than by purposes and goals.

Group report written by Allerton House Seminar
participants, 1950
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The Office of Education’s Clearing house,
the prototype for the “Bicycle Network”




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTZRS
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The growing Bicycle Network, broken into regions
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The Defense of Education Act sets Precedent for Block
Grants for Educational Technology Access
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Block Grants in the
Educational Television Facilities Act of 1962
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Public Broadcasting Act of 1967:

Title I—Construction of Facilities
Title Il—Establishment of Nonprofit Educational Broadcasting

Corporation
Title lll—Study of Educational and Instructional Broadcaﬁing



