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“There is very little of 
help in [newsgroups] 
- mainly they seem to 

be a couple of 
individuals scoring 

points off each other.”

Judith Storm on trans newsgroups 
(1995):







UTZOO Tapes
From Internet Archive: 
“This is a collection of 
.TGZ files of very early 
USENET posted data 
provided by a number of 
driven and brave 
individuals, including 
David Wiseman, Henry 
Spencer, Lance Bailey, 
Bruce Jones, Bob 
Webber, Brewster Kahle, 
and Sue Thielen.”







Usenet Distribution Structure Diagram (left) (Image Credit: Wikipedia)



Sample Usenet Post (with headers)

From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)
Subject: Re: Hello again
Date: 1997/05/10
Message-ID: <19970510165048671963@dyna11.worldcity.nl>#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557
References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST
Organization: The mirror of her dreams
Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrote:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for.  Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills.  Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever.  Tomorrow may be the first day that
> Eve truly gets to live.  I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now
> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen
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● alt.transgendered (1992)

● soc.support.transgendered (1994)

● alt.support.crossdressing (1996)

● alt.fashion.crossdressing (1996)

● alt.support.srs (1997)

Newsgroups in project



Upper and Lower post counts per unique email (all percentages rounded up to 
the nearest whole number). Email addresses are not aggregated in instances 
when poster changed their primary Usenet address.

Newsgroup Upper and Lower Poster Rankings

soc.support.transgendered Upper (over 100 posts): 211/11750 (2%)
Lower (1 post): 6306/11750 (54%)

alt.transgendered Upper (over 100 posts): 41/19775 (0.2%)
Lower (1 post): 12577/19775 (63%)

alt.fashion.crossdressing Upper (over 100 posts): 86/12428 (0.7%)
Lower (1 post): 7117/12428 (57%)

alt.support.crossdressing Upper (over 100 posts): 91/8473 (1%)
Lower (1 post): 4738/8473 (56%)

alt.support.srs Upper (over 100 posts): 216/6586 (3%)
Lower (1 post): 3367/6586 (51%)



Technical Challenges: Spam



Technical Challenges: Header Non-Standardization



Required Headers highlighted
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Colleen



Design Challenges: Incompleteness



“X-No-Archive” header

XNAY: X-No-Archive: yes



Ethical Challenges: Personal Histories Online



Zine Librarian’s Code of Ethics

● Acquisition and Collection 
Development

● Access
● Preservation
● Use
● Organization



http://transusenet.averydame.net/

http://transusenet.averydame.net/
http://transusenet.averydame.net/


Percent of posts using “cisgender”
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Excerpt from Defosse’s post (May 25, 1994)

I am trying to assess campus climates for the transgender 
community, both at my own institution and at other 
campuses. Any information regarding this subject would be 
tremendously helpful to this effort. Personal testimony, 
activism, organizations, experience of providers and human 
service workers, etc. Issues of interest are transphobia, 
hostility, general knowledge and understanding, attitudes 
of the queer community and cisgendered people, etc. I am 
interested in building coalitions and will share any info with 
others.



Excerpt from Jennileigh’s post (Oct 25, 1994)

I admit that I was worried about what others thought. It 
turns out that it didn't really matter.  As long as I was 
expressing femmeside.  That's what it's about.  We 
shouldn't judge each other on appearances.  That's what 
the cis-gendered, narrow-minded people do.  They see 
a guy in a dress and go ballistic.  Just try to enjoy 
yourself, and as long as you are feminine and attractive 
in your own mind, that's all that matters.  Please hook 
up with a support group!  You won't regret it! 
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Scatter plot tracking the 
number of posts using 
“cisgender” and variants 
per unique email 
address. 



Bar chart ranking all 
posters who had over 10 
posts in the corpus which 
used (not counting quoting) 
the term “cisgender” or 
“cisgendered” at least once. 
Email addresses aggregated 
under poster name.



Gene Spafford on Usenet (1992)

"Usenet is like a herd of performing 
elephants with diarrhea. Massive, 
difficult to redirect, awe-inspiring, 
entertaining, and a source of 
mind-boggling amounts of 
excrement when you least expect it."



Proposal for alt.support.transpeople newsgroup (2000)

Of the TG newsgroups that exist, (not including Trans-porn 
groups), only one has not been overrun with petty bickering 
and feuds, and that one group is slowly becoming a porn 
group. on alt.support.srs and soc.support.transgendered 
especially, honest advice and support has become difficult 
to find, because a group of about 5 people spam the groups 
with constant disparaging remarks and flames, and will not 
cease doing so. alt.support.transpeople would hopefully be 
an escape from such petty useless bickering, and be the 
supportive environment the others used to be.
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Network of posts with 
“cisgender” and variants. 
Nodes sized by in-degree of 
connections, or number of 
posts that are responding to 
this post.
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Laura Blake on arguing with other Usenet posters

“If people would stop 
attacking, I'd be more 
than happy to stop 
retaliating.” 



Laura Blake on Buijs’s creation of “cisgender” (2000)

“Carl Buijs once made a simple comment 
‘How come there's no name for people who 
are not transgendered?’ and offered us the 
word ‘Cisgendered’...  this profoundly 
clarified our relationship to the rest of the 
world and resulted in a change in my 
thinking that has allowed me to tackle many 
previously unfathomable problems.”



Laura Blake’s definition of “Cisgender Ideal”

This is the widely held notion that everyone is Cisgendered and those 
who are not should be. It is [the] mistaken belief that Transgender is an 
invalid state --one created by failure or disorder-- that needs to be fixed. 
The Cisgender Ideal can most easily be summarized by 4 simple rules.

The Cisgender Rules:
        Everyone is Cisgendered by default.
        It is wrong to be anything but Cisgendered.
        Those who are not Cisgendered must appear Cisgendered.
        Those who do not appear Cisgendered are beneath consideration.

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to figure out how much trouble the 
Cisgender Ideal has caused transgendered people, over the last couple of 
centuries. These rules actually describe transphobia.



Toni on the impact of Laura Blake’s “Cisgender Ideal”

I am fascinated by Laura Blake.  She is the most inspirational 
person I've ever read in any newsgroup.  I've done a lot of 
thinking about the things she says.  Her four rules of the 
cisgendered ideal make me slap my forehead and say, 
"darn, why didn't I think of that?"

Laura, you've made me feel so much better about myself, and 
you've given me courage to try to be myself.  I would hate to 
see you leave, although it does seem like you often take quite 
a beating--I think I can understand how you might feel.  I 
don't for a minute, however, believe that I am the only 
lurker or newbie that owes you sincere thanks.



Network of posts with 
“cisgender ideal,” 
“cisgendered ideal,” and 
“cisgender rules.” Nodes 
sized by in-degree of 
connections, or number of 
posts that are responding to 
this post.



Network of posts with 
“cisgender ideal,” 
“cisgendered ideal,” and 
“cisgender rules.” Nodes 
sized by out-degree of 
connections, or number of 
References the post has.



Laura Blake on mainstream activism and the “cisgender 
ideal”

If I want to shave my head, grow a ZZ-Top beard, wear 
pink tights and a burgandy mini-skirt with a yellow sport 
coat and orange tie… Acceptance means that's just fine.  
Anything short of that, anything that prevents it, or 
causes me to hesitate about doing it, is not freedom... it's 
a state of oppression.  But, notice how many of our so 
called activists get all bent out of shape over "passing" 
issues... they want freedom, but can't define it outside the 
cisgender ideal.  They don't understand what it means to 
be free as a transie... they just want permission to be one.





Leigh on Laura Blake in Out & About

“One of the ‘regulars’ who held court in that cyber 
community,” a “curmudgeonly Canadian activist whose 
mission seemed to be one of rubbing us raw with the 
revolutionary idea of self acceptance and then picking at the 
scabs of those wounds so they wouldn't scar; sort of a 'tough 
love' approach.” Blake’s approach “worked,” as “she, and 
countless supportive others, led, pushed, cajoled, bullied, 
and harassed me into thinking clearly about all this for the 
first time.”



Persentage of archived posts to 
alt.support.crossdressing including the word “book” 





Jeffrey Tambor at 2016 Emmys

https://youtu.be/GMxC1SVkRgM?t=1m14s
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Matthews’ definition of “cisgender” (1999)

The term Cisgender was coined in 1995 by Carl Buijs, a female-to-male transsexual from the 
Netherlands.

            Main Entry: cis-
            Function: prefix
            Etymology: Latin, from cis
            Meaning: 1: on this side <cislunar>
                                    2: usually ital : cis <cis-dichloroethylene> -- compare TRANS- 2b

As we are not talking about chemistry, it is definition 1 that we want.

As we defined gender above to mean "the behavioral, cultural, or psychological traits 
typically associated with one sex", Cisgendered literally means: on this side of the 
behavioral, cultural, or psychological traits typically associated with one sex.

Stated simply, it means that one's identity and presentation matches their physical 
morphology.

http://cydathria.com/ms_donna/tg_def.html#trans2b
http://cydathria.com/ms_donna/tg_def.html#trans2b
http://cydathria.com/ms_donna/tg_def.html#gender



