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Judith Storm on trans newsgroups
(1995):

“There 1s very little of
help in [newsgroups|
- mainly they seem to
be a couple of
individuals scoring
points off each other.”



GO;_-gle Search for groups or messages “
Groups

My groups

Hom My groups

Starred -
* Favarites ) . .

All of your discussions in one place
o Organize with favorites and folders, choose to follow along via email, and quickly find unread posts.

* Recently viewed Express yourself
» Recent searches Use rich-text editing to customize your posts with fonts, colors, and images.

People power discussions

R O e T Use photos, nicknames, and automatic translations to share your thoughts with the world.

Speed matters
Keyboard shortcuts and a streamlined design mean you won't spend time waiting to read and get involved. Press "?" to see the full list of shortcuts.

Mobile friendly

Access Groups from anywhere using your mobile device with our optimized site.



Google Search for messages -IES # 0 @

Grou ps 2 Mark all as read Filters = 20 - n -

« alt.transgendered Shared publicly

My groups
i 60 of 29040 topics (99+ unread) ¥ |G+ About =
Starred | J B Tranny Activists Upset Over "White Cis Women March” (5) 5posts 2views BarbMay +3 Mar 2
4 Jr Bl Trump administration scraps Obama's tranny directive (2) 2 0 Barb May +1 Feb 25
¥ Favorites )
Woods. # [ Lisa Marie Presley's Daughters in Protective Care as Husband Investigated for ‘Indecent’ Child Photos (1) 1 0 Left Wing News Feb 18
# I LAPD officers fatally shoot man after homosexual stabbing rampage near CNN Hollywood (3) 3 0 California Has Gun Laws! Slice! Stab! Gut cut! +2 Feb 3
* Recently viewed
» Recent searches ¥ EI FATAL STABBING One butt pirate killed and three injured in Hollywood stabbing that ended in police shoo... 1 0 California Has Gun Laws! Slicel Stabl Gut cut! Feb 3
#r Bl Suspect Shot Dead by Police After Stabbing 3 Fags, Leaving 2 Critical, in Hollywood: LAPD (Warning: Grap.. 1 1 California Has Gun Laws! Slicel Stabl Gut cut! Feb 3
Privacy - Terms of Service F
# B One queer dead and three injured after knifeman goes on Hollywood stabbing spree (1) 1 0 California Has Gun Laws! Slicel Stabl Gut cut! Feb 3
# B Cross-dressing CNN knob gobbler stabbed several times on Hollywood sidewalk (1) 1 0 California Has Gun Laws! Slicel Stabl Gut cut! Feb 3
# E Police kill man whose stabbing rampage injured 3 fags on Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood (1) 1 0 California Has Gun Laws! Slicel Stabl Gut cut! Feb 3
Jr Ed Tranny Surgery Under Obamacare Blocked Nationwide (5) 5 1 Barb May +3 Jan 15
# B Sodomites on the Hudson, New York's Highest Court Expands Definition of Parenthood (1) 1 0 BillCockburn Jan 14
J B This homosexuality crap still isn't settled. (1) 1 1 Mr. Gridley Jan 13
J El Eightyear-old girl ousted from New Jersey Cub Scout group since "only boys are allowed' (3) 3 0 Mo Such Thing As 'transgender +1 12130116
Jr B Sudden rise in sea levels explained by disproportionately large tears shed by climate scientists in the after . 2 0 Loob +1 12130116
# EJ Obama Accomplishments - Obama to pardon Stalin, Mao, Ho Chi Minh, Castro (2) 2 0 Free Heroin @ 1600 PA Ave +1 12130016
4 B Afraid of "dangerous” Trump presidency, protesters pre-emptively burn America down to the ground (1) 1 0 Loob 12130116
Jr B Hillary suggests to counter "fake news" with government newspaper called "Truth” ("Pravda” for Russian s_. 1 0 Loob 1230116
#r Bl Children in Venezuela cook and eat their Christmas toys (1) 1 0 Loob 12130016
# [ Obama's reckless attacks on Russia serve as recruitment tool to create more Russian hackers (1) 1 0 Loob 12130116
4 E Democrats blame Hillary's criminal e-mail server for her loss, demand it face prison (1) 1 0 Loob 12130116



UTZ00 Tapes

From Internet Archive:
“This is a collection of
TGZ files of very early
USENET posted data
provided by a number of
driven and brave
individuals, including
David Wiseman, Henry
Spencer, Lance Bailey,
Bruce Jones, Bob
Webber, Brewster Kahle,
and Sue Thielen.”




Bookworm Project ©
Giving shape to massive digital libraries through metadata

http://bookworm.culturomics.org

E] Repositeries 1% People 4

Search repositories Type: All = Language: All =

Top languages
BookwormDB b

Toaols for text tokenization and enceding ﬂ @ Python @ Jupyter Notebook

@Python %67 Y7  Updated 12 days ago WMakenle: @HIML

Bookworm-MARC People 45

Parsing MARC records for Bookworm ingest

@ Jupyter Notebook % 2 Updated on Feb 8

FreshinstallationScript

Script for installing prerequisites for bookworm

Updated on Oct 28, 2016

Hathitrust-Bookworm

A full text Bookwaorm on Public Domain Hathitrust works

@ Jupyter Notebook W2 Updated on Sep 23, 2016

BookwormGUI



[ share

Usenet Historical Collection e

This historical collection of Usenet spans more than 30 years and was given to us by a generous donor.

OUT COLLECTION

'1,019 N 4 sorRTEY VIEWS = . DATE ARCHIVED - CREATOR ik
Media Type usenet-alt usenet-comp usenet-powersoft usenet-openwatcom usenet-bit

data 1,019
Collection

Data Collection 1.019

Usenet Archive 1,019

Usenet Historical 1,019

Collection

usenet-rec usenet-sci usenet-it usenet-soc usenet-linux

usenet-net usenet-z-netz usenet-free usenet-geometry usenet-fido7



Usenet Distribution Structure Diagram (left) (Image Credit: Wikipedia)



From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-1D: <19970510165048671963@dynai1.worldcity.nl>+#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrole:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Sample Usenet Post (with headers)



From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-ID: <19970510165048671963@dyna1i.worldcity.nl>#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>

X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrole:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Sample Usenet Post (with headers)



From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-1D: <19970510165048671963@dynair.worldcity.nl>#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrote:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Sample Usenet Post (with headers)



From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-1D: <19970510165048671963@dynai1.worldcity.nl>+#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrole:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Sample Usenet Post (with headers)



From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-1D: <19970510165048671963@dynai1.worldcity.nl>+#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrole:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Sample Usenet Post (with headers)
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Newsgroups in project

alt.transgendered (1992)
soc.support.transgendered (1994)
alt.support.crossdressing (1996)
alt.fashion.crossdressing (1996)

alt.support.srs (1997)



soc.support.transgendered Upper (over 100 posts): 211/11750 (2%)
Lower (1 post): 6306/11750 (54%)

alt.transgendered Upper (over 100 posts): 41/19775 (0.2%)
Lower (1 posb): 12577/19775 (63%)

alt.fashion.crossdressing Upper (over 100 posts): 86/12428 (0.7%)
Lower (1 post): 7117/12428 (57%)

alt.support.crossdressing Upper (over 100 posts): 91/8473 (1%)
Lower (1 post): 4738/8473 (56%)

alt.support.srs Upper (over 100 posts): 216/6586 (3%)
Lower (1 post): 3367/6586 (51%)

Upper and Lower post counts per unique email (all percentages rounded up to
the nearest whole number). Email addresses are not aggregated in instances
when poster changed their primary Usenet address.
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From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-1D: <19970510165048671963@dynaii.worldcity.nl>+#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrole:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Required Headers highlighted



Design Challenges: Incompleteness

NOT SURE IF | GAN EXTRAPOLATE
FROM INCOMPLETE DATA...




“X-No-Archive” header

XNAY: X-No-Archive: yes



Ethical Challenges: Personal Histories Online
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Zine Librarian’s Code of Ethics

Acquisition and Collection
Development

Access

Preservation

Use

Organization
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@ gender Usenet Archive

http://transusenet.averydame.net/



http://transusenet.averydame.net/
http://transusenet.averydame.net/
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http://www.averydame.org:7531/TransUsenetArchive/#?%7B%22counttype%22:%22TextPercent%22,%22words_collation%22:%22Case_Insensitive%22,%22search_limits%22:%5B%7B%22word%22:%5B%22cisgendered%22%5D,%22Date_year%22:%7B%22$gte%22:1992,%22$lte%22:2013%7D,%22Newsgroups__id%22:%5B%221%22%5D%7D,%7B%22word%22:%5B%22cisgendered%22%5D,%22Date_year%22:%7B%22$gte%22:1992,%22$lte%22:2013%7D,%22Newsgroups__id%22:%5B%222%22%5D%7D,%7B%22word%22:%5B%22cisgendered%22%5D,%22Date_year%22:%7B%22$gte%22:1992,%22$lte%22:2013%7D,%22Newsgroups__id%22:%5B%223%22%5D%7D,%7B%22word%22:%5B%22cisgendered%22%5D,%22Date_year%22:%7B%22$gte%22:1992,%22$lte%22:2013%7D,%22Newsgroups__id%22:%5B%224%22%5D%7D,%7B%22word%22:%5B%22cisgendered%22%5D,%22Date_year%22:%7B%22$gte%22:1992,%22$lte%22:2013%7D,%22Newsgroups__id%22:%5B%225%22%5D%7D%5D%7D

[ am trying to assess campus climates for the transgender
community, both at my own institution and at other
campuses. Any information regarding this subject would be
tremendously helpful to this effort. Personal testimony,
activism, organizations, experience of providers and human
service workers, etc. Issues of interest are transphobia,
hostility, general knowledge and understanding, attitudes
of the queer community and cisgendered people, etc. I am
interested in building coalitions and will share any info with
others.

Excerpt from Defosse’s post (May 25, 1994)



[ admit that I was worried about what others thought. It
turns out that it didn't really matter. As long as I was
expressing femmeside. That's what it's about. We
shouldn't judge each other on appearances. That's what
the cis-gendered, narrow-minded people do. They see
a guy in a dress and go ballistic. Just try to enjoy
yourself, and as long as you are feminine and attractive
in your own mind, that's all that matters. Please hook
up with a support group! You won't regret it!

Excerpt from Jennileigh’s post (Oct 25, 1994)
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Transsexual Transgender




Division of Users

Transsexual Transgender

Legal and Civil Recognition Resist Sex/Gender Link




Division of Users

Transsexual Transgender

Legal and Civil Recognition Resist Sex/Gender Link




Division of Users

Transsexual Transgender

Legal and Civil Recognition Resist Sex/Gender Link
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Scatter plot tracking the
number of posts using
“cisgender” and variants
per unique email
address.
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Bar chart ranking all
posters who had over 10
posts in the corpus which
used (not counting quoting)
the term “cisgender” or
“cisgendered” at least once.
Email addresses aggregated
under poster name.
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"Usenet 1s like a herd of performing
elephants with diarrhea. Massive,
difficult to redirect, awe-inspiring,
entertaining, and a source of
mind-boggling amounts of
excrement when yvou least expect it.

"

Gene Spafford on Usenet (1992)



Of the TG newsgroups that exist, (not including Trans-porn
groups), only one has not been overrun with petty bickering
and feuds, and that one group is slowly becoming a porn
group. on alt.support.srs and soc.support.transgendered
especially, honest advice and support has become difficult
to find, because a group of about 5 people spam the groups
with constant disparaging remarks and flames, and will not
cease doing so. alt.support.transpeople would hopefully be
an escape {rom such petty useless bickering, and be the
supportive environment the others used to be.

Proposal for alt.support.transpeople newsgroup (2000)



From: Otten@worldcity.nl (Colleen Otten)

Subject: Re: Hello again

Date: 1997/05/10

Message-1D: <19970510165048671963@dynair.worldcity.nl>#1/1
X-Deja-AN: 240585557

References: <3372B6FF.5470@mindspring.com>
X-XS4ALL-Date: Sat, 10 May 1997 16:51:30 CEST

Organization: The mirror of her dreams

Newsgroups: soc.support.transgendered

Tiffany Evelynn <evelynn@mindspring.com> wrole:

> Tomorrow I check on a higher paying job that i applied for. Tomorrow i
> sell my stocks to help pay the bills. Tomorrow I agonise over going out
> en femme for the first time ever. Tomorrow may be the first day that

> Eve truly gets to live. I have a lot of tomorrows and I have just now

> realised it.

Well Eve, today it's tomorrow and please tell us how things did go by the time
tomorrow is yesterday.

Colleen

Sample Usenet Post (with headers)
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Bar chart ranking all
posters who had over 10
posts in the corpus which
used (not counting quoting)
the term “cisgender” or
“cisgendered” at least once.
Email addresses aggregated
under poster name.
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“If people would stop
attacking, I'd be more
than happy to stop
retaliating.”

Laura Blake on arguing with other Usenet posters



“Carl Buijs once made a simple comment
‘How come there's no name for people who
are not transgendered?’ and offered us the
word ‘Cisgendered’... this profoundly
clarified our relationship to the rest of the
world and resulted in a change In my
thinking that has allowed me to tackle many
previously unfathomable problems.”

Laura Blake on Buijs’s creation of “cisgender” (2000)



This is the widely held notion that everyone is Cisgendered and those
who are not should be. It is [the] mistaken belief that Transgender is an
invalid state --one created by failure or disorder-- that needs to be fixed.
The Cisgender Ideal can most easily be summarized by 4 simple rules.

The Cisgender Rules:
Everyone is Cisgendered by default.
It is wrong to be anything but Cisgendered.
Those who are not Cisgendered must appear Cisgendered.
Those who do not appear Cisgendered are beneath consideration.

You don't have to be a rocket scientist to figure out how much trouble the
Cisgender Ideal has caused transgendered people, over the last couple of
centuries. These rules actually describe transphobia.

Laura Blake’s definition of “Cisgender Ideal”



[ am fascinated by Laura Blake. She is the most inspirational
person I've ever read in any newsgroup. I've done a lot of
thinking about the things she says. Her four rules of the
cisgendered ideal make me slap my forehead and say,
"darn, why didn't I think of that?"

Laura, you've made me feel so much better about myself, and
you've given me courage to try to be myself. I would hate to
see you leave, although it does seem like you often take quite
a beating--I think I can understand how you might feel. I
don't for a minute, however, believe that I am the only
lurker or newbie that owes you sincere thanks.

Toni on the impact of Laura Blake’s “Cisgender Ideal”
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Network of posts with
“cisgender ideal,”
“cisgendered ideal,” and
“cisgender rules.” Nodes
sized by out-degree of
connections, or number of
References the post has.
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If I want to shave my head, grow a ZZ-Top beard, wear
pink tights and a burgandy mini-skirt with a yellow sport
coat and orange tie... Acceptance means that's just fine.
Anything short of that, anything that prevents it, or
causes me to hesitate about doing it, is not freedom... it's
a state of oppression. But, notice how many of our so
called activists get all bent out of shape over "passing"
issues... they want freedom, but can't define it outside the
cisgender ideal. They don't understand what it means to
be free as a transie... they just want permission to be one.

Laura Blake on mainstream activism and the “cisgender
ideal”



“The best book I have ever read on crossdressing...

written by a crossdresser.”

Jane Ellen Fairfax
President, Tri-Ess International

“ The only thing emancipated crossdressers are ‘afflicted’

with is abundant self acceptance, a lack of narrow mindedness,
and a disturbing tendency to express our true selves. If this is
a problem, then let’s define it as Gender Identity Euphoria, the

Lacey Leigh , ,

treatment for which is MasterCard Therapy.

Did you know:

v/ Perhaps as many as 5% of men crossdress;

v Most crossdressers are heterosexual, not gay;
/ It's about gender, not sex (there is a difference);
v Crossdressing is not a psychological disorder;
v You can finally enjoy guiltless crossdressing?

What would be on your private wish list if you wanted to
enjoy yourself as a crossdresser? Perhaps you would develop
a positive self image; discover for yourself the simple secret
for shameless shopping; or determine the very best way to
learn how to explain crossdressing to others, including your
spouse, to achieve full acceptance; find out how emancipated
crossdressers go out and about in safety; learn priceless tips
to help with your hair, makeup, jewelry; and foundations.

The first item on your agenda might be learning how to
buy this book without getting hassled. Page 65 tells you how.

Out & About is Ms. Lacey Leigh's personal story of
emancipation, told in a fresh, intelligent, and humorous style.
It is intended to enlighten and encourage closeted
crossdressers ultimately to dump the guilt, shame, and denial
so they may finally and fully express themselves in a manner
consistent with their inner gender.

ISBN 0-971kb80-0-0

7809711668003 $

9
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Ms. Lacey
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“One of the ‘regulars’ who held court in that cyber
community,” a “curmudgeonly Canadian activist whose
mission seemed to be one of rubbing us raw with the

revolutionary idea of self acceptance and then picking at the
scabs of those wounds so they wouldn't scar; sort of a 'tough

love' approach.” Blake’s approach “worked,” as “she, and
countless supportive others, led, pushed, cajoled, bullied

and harassed me into thinking clearly about all this for tl
first time.”

Leigh on Laura Blake in Out & About

1€



% of Texts

B
book [( Newsgroups: ['alt.support.crossdressing] )]; 42K texts, 13M words

4%

0

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Date_year

Persentage of archived posts to
alt.support.crossdressing including the word “book”

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013



“The best book I have ever read on crossdressing...

written by a crossdresser.”

Jane Ellen Fairfax
President, Tri-Ess International

“ The only thing emancipated crossdressers are ‘afflicted’

with is abundant self acceptance, a lack of narrow mindedness,
and a disturbing tendency to express our true selves. If this is
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emancipation, told in a fresh, intelligent, and humorous style.
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Jelfrey Tambor at 2016 Emmys


https://youtu.be/GMxC1SVkRgM?t=1m14s
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From Wikipedia. the free encyclopedia

Cisgender (often abbreviated to simply cis) is a term for people whose gender identity matches the sex that they were assigned at
birth. Cisgender may also be defined as those who have "a gender identity or perform a gender role society considers appropriate
forone's sex".Mitis the opposite of the term transgender.lz}

Related terms include cissexism and cisnormativity.

Contents [hide]
1 Etymology and terminology
2 Critiques
2.1 From feminism and gender studies
2.2 From intersex organizations
3 Seealso
4 References
5 Further reading
6 External links

Etymology and terminology

German sexologist Volkmar Sigusch used the neclogism cissexual (zissexuellin German) in a peer-reviewed publication. In his
1998 essay "The Neosexual Revolution”, he cites his two-part 1991 article "Die Transsexuellen und unser nosomorpher Blick”
("Transsexuals and our nosomorphic view") as the origin of the term ¥l He also used the term in the title of a 1995 article,
"Transsexueller Wunsch und zissexuelle Abwehr” (or: "Transsexual desire and cissexualdefense"}_[“]

Cisgenderhas its origin in the Latin-derived prefix cis-, meaning "on this side of', which means the opposite of trans-, meaning
"across from" or "on the other side of". This usage can be seen in the cis—trans distinction in chemistry, the cis—trans or
complementation test in genetics, in Ciscaucasia (from the Russian perspective), and in the ancient Roman term Cisalpine Gaul
(l.e., "Gaul on this side of the Alps"). In the case of gender, cis- describes the alignment of gender identity with assigned sex 8]

Sociologists Kristen Schilt and Laurel Westbrook define cisgender as a label for "individuals who have a match between the
gender they were assigned at birth, their bodies, and their personal rdemlty"_[z]A number of derivatives of the terms cisgender and
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Transgender topics
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Gender identities
Agender / genderless - Androgyne -
Bigender - Gendergueer / non-binary -
Gender bender - Hijra - Pangender -
Queer heterosexuality - Third gender -

Trans man - Trans woman - Transmasculine
- Transfemininge - Trigender - Two-Spirit

Health care and medicine
Gender dysphoria (in children) - Health care
- Pregnancy - Sex reassignment (therapy -
surgery - to female - to male) - Transsexual

Legal and rights issues
Discrimination (Inequality - Non-binary -
Transmisogyny - Transphobia) -
Gender recognition
(Non-binary/third gender) -

Rights movement (organizations) - Toilets
(Bathroom bills - Unisex) - Violence
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Cissexual/Cisgender
decentralizing the dominant group

Date: 06/07/2002
Since saveral peopl emailed me to inquire about the words "cissexual® and “clssexism,”
T thought 16 make a publlc clarficaton.

“cls" 5 a prefix for "on this side of" rooted In Latin. Common words that use this prefix
incluce:

cistunar (situated between the earth and the moon)
cisatiantic (situated on ths side of the Atiantic Ocean)
cismontane (situated on this side of the mountains)

e are also many scientific words that use the prafix “cis- in its sacond dafinition,

‘which i5 "having a palr of dentical atoms or groups on the same side of 3 plane that

passes through two carbon atoms linked by a double bond.” (al defiitions are taken
“Amarican Heritage Dictionary an my computar).

~According to Dann Ly Mattheus, the tarm “cisgnder” was st cained by Carl Buis, 3

transsextal man, in 1995 (source: hitp://cydathria.com/ms. donnajt, def.tml )

“Cissexual” prabably came from tha, n raference to "transgender” vs. “transsexual.” You

might want to search for the terms "clssexual” and “clsgender” on the web o find their

Setual usage.

Llsarned the words "cissexual "cissexist,” and "cisgender,” from trans activists who

* against which
Usage anytime soon, but L felt it was an
nteresting concept - a faminist one, In fact - which Is why 1 am tsing It

In Cisterhood (borrowing from .11,
Emi Koyama <emigeminism.org>

hitp://eminism.org/ * Putting the Emi back In Feminism since 1975.

a transsexual woman on sexism
and the scapegoating of temininity

JULIA SERANO
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Definitions
By: Donna Lynn Matthews, May 1999
Lord Polonius: What do you
Hamiet: Words, we
Fam

‘We use a lot of different words (labels, terms, descriptors, efc) to descr s elf evident while others take on different meani
DN R s v T s D e 1 1 e S et gt o

Note: All dictionary definitions are taken frorh The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionsry located at

Main Entry: sex

uals that occur in many species and that are distinguished respectively as female or

the sum of the structural, fanctional, and behavioral characteristics of living things that are involved in reproduction by two
Saer s s st G il e s

‘motivated phenomena or behavior
NTE

GENITALIA

finii ommon interpretation. When we talk about our sex, we almost alsvays are talking about our genitalia. In commaon daily us
is about parts:



Bar chart ranking all
posters who had over 10
posts in the corpus which
used (not counting quoting)
the term “cisgender” or
“cisgendered” at least once.
Email addresses aggregated
under poster name.
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Since several people emailed me to Inquire about the words "cissexual” and “clssexisn

T thaught I make a pubic ciarificarion » Back to Current
rerchange,

cls" 5 2 prefix for "on tis side of" rooted In Latin. Comman words that use this prefix

incluce: » Back to home

Cislunar (stuated betueen the earth and the moon)
Cisatiantic (situatad an thi sids of the Atiantic Ocean)
cismontane (situated on this side of the mountains)

There are also many scientific words that uss the prafix “cis- in it sacond dafinition,

which is "having a pai of identical atoms or groups on the sama side of 3 plane that

passas trough fun carbon atoms linked by a double bond." (3l definitions are taken
marican Heritage Dictionary an my computar).

According to Donna Lynn Matthews, the term "cisgender” was first cained by Carl Buis, a
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Definitions

y: Donna Lynn Matthews, May 1999

b m self evident while others take on different meanings
depending upon to whom you speak. Below de mmunity and my take on what they mean

Note: All dictionary definitions are taken frorh The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionsry located at http

Gender Continuum

Main Entry: sex

major adividuals that occur in many species and that are distinguished respectively as female ot

the sum of the structural, fanctional, and behavioral characteristics of living things that are involved in reproduction by two
interacting parents and that distinguish males and females
e
AL INTERC

Definition 4 is the most common interpretation. ¥
d

s about parts: penises and vaginas
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The term Cisgender was coined in 1995 by Carl Buijs, a female-to-male transsexual from the
Netherlands.

Main Entry: cis-
Function: prefix
Etymology: Latin, from cis
Meaning: 1: on this side <cislunar>
2: usually ital : cis <cis-dichloroethylene> -- compare TRANS- 2b

As we are not talking about chemistry, it is definition 1 that we want.

As we defined gender above to mean "the behavioral, cultural, or psychological traits
typically associated with one sex", Cisgendered literally means: on this side of the
behavioral, cultural, or psychological traits typically associated with one sex.

Stated simply, it means that one's identity and presentation matches their physical
morphology.

Matthews’ definition of “cisgender” (1999)


http://cydathria.com/ms_donna/tg_def.html#trans2b
http://cydathria.com/ms_donna/tg_def.html#trans2b
http://cydathria.com/ms_donna/tg_def.html#gender

View full results for ‘cisgender’ Help on Dictionary Entry | Print | Save | Email | Cite

cisgender, adj. and n. st 4

View as: Qutline | Full entry Quotations: Show all | Hide all Keywords: On | Off

Pronunciation: Brit. ([ s1s'dsenda/, U.S. [/ s15'd3endar/
Frequency (in current use): =
Origin: Formed within English, by derivation. Etymons: cis- prefit, GENDER 7.
Etymology: < cis- prefix + GENDER 1., after TRANSGENDER adj.

A adj.

Designating a person whose sense of personal identity and gender corresponds to his or her sex at birth; of
or relating to such persons. Contrasted with transgender.

1997 Seeking TS Woman in alt.transgendered (Usenet newsgroup) 15 June The cisgender world treats us all the same, to them we are just a bunch of drag-
fags.

become comfortable with their own expressions of femininity and,'or masculinity in order to be respectful of those expressions in others.
2013 New Yorker g Mar. 42/3 A drama instructor in her first year of teaching..described herself as a cisgender woman.

[Hide guotations)

B.n.

A cisgender person.

2007 Other Mag. No. 12. 17/2 Cisgenders better be scared of trannies, cuz we're all huddled up at the edge ready to lose it!
2013 S. Eiswer Biio7 Even in regard to cisgenders, research shows thatit's ‘easier’ for people to identify male than female features, meaning that the default
‘visible’ person in our culture is male ‘unless proven otherwise.’

[Hide guotations)



