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“Africa was discovered by Africans. Simple
as that statement is, it cannot be made too
often. Long before Europeans cast their
eyes on that continent, Africa was a land of
stable, prosperous kingdoms, with
thousands of years of history, culture, and
art. Long and substantial as that history is,
tenacious as the European presence in
Africa has been, something of a discovery
IS, in fact, now taking place. Media,
museums, and publishing houses are awash
with Africana and Africans are, everywhere,
telling their own stories, evaluating the
quality of their own existences, directing
their own destinies.... If we are to get on with
the real discovery of Africa we must listen to
Africans.”

—from the Introduction to Contemporary
African Literature
by Edris Makward and Leslie Lacy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leon Forrest: Tree, Two Wings, BWO
Nettie Jones: Fishtales
TCB: Gorilla, Seabirds, Salt
GJ: Corregidora, Eva’s Man, White Rat
Dumas: Ark of Bones, Jonoah and the Green Stone
Wesley Brown: Tragic Magic
John McCluskey: Look What They Done


TYPICAL VARIABLES

= Author Header Schema Categories
Gender
Ethnicity
Education
Nationality
Age (birth/death)
Author location birth/writing
= Publisher Header Schema Categories
Citation info
Publisher/location
Press type (self, commercial, trade, academic)
Publication date
= Book/Textual Header Schema Categories
Word count
Vernacular use
Presence of music (lyrics, instrument, song title, etc)
Genre
Setting (date, location)
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Date contracted:
Editor of record:
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First Printing Run:
Revisions/Editions:
= Total Printing:
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[ PITLE: Gorilla, My Love PUB DATE: October, 1972
py AUTHOR: Toni Cade Bambara FORMAT: "B" size; 160 pages

+ AGENT: Hattie Gossett PRICE: $5.95 (2) ik

PRINT: 5,000

" \ KEYNOTE: Fifteen short stories set in a black milieu.

| DESCRIPTION: Toni Cade Bambara's stories, whether hip, bluesy, funny or
L| tragic always soar. Her special talent is the creation of believable
¥ ‘ characters who function naturally in their environment, and a facility with
! dialogue and description in the language of black people. Young love is the
| theme of "Sweet Town'; a black mother bemused and outraged by her "militant"
! children in "My Man Bovanne"; adult betrayal in the eyes of a child in
‘,. “Gorilla, My Love"; researching a forgotten black musician for a white
1 publication in "Mississippi Ham Rider": black male and female realtionships
: in "The Johnson Girls". These are some of the stories in this remarkable

collection.

AUTHOR: Toni Cade Bambara is a young black woman with an impressive
readership. She is the author of The Black Woman, an anthology (NAL), :and
Tales and Short Stories for Black Folk (Doubleday). Her stories have
appeared in Redbook, Black World, Prairie Schooner, Massachusetts Review
among others. She has lectured extens ively, appeared on several television
programs, and written reviews for a number of journals and periodicals.

She is on leave,at the present, from Livingston College, Rutgers.
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Thanks so much for the explicit suggestions on the
book and also for your warm enthusiasm. | sure
needed it. Getting so, | didn’t know/trust what the hell
was going on with that manuscript, ya know? I'm
clearer now. Am convinvd | can thinkup what to do and
to it with minimum of hassle once | get there away from
all these needy people at my door....

Occurs to me | need an agent. | realize |
expect/load an awful lot on you, Toni. And while |
thoroughly/deeply appreciate your beyond the call of
duty support, | mean damn TCB, lighten up.

In case you didn’t know—you are a superb
editor. I've just checked off items in the middle of your
page 2 (middle of my page 300 and somp’n) and
cracking up (laughin rather than ravin) over your
shorthand language. Perfect.... Thank you, Toni.
Really, truly truly.
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