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“Africa was discovered by Africans. Simple 
as that statement is, it cannot be made too 
often. Long before Europeans cast their 
eyes on that continent, Africa was a land of 
stable, prosperous kingdoms, with 
thousands of years of history, culture, and 
art. Long and substantial as that history is, 
tenacious as the European presence in 
Africa has been, something of a discovery 
is, in fact, now taking place. Media, 
museums, and publishing houses are awash 
with Africana and Africans are, everywhere, 
telling their own stories, evaluating the 
quality of their own existences, directing 
their own destinies.... If we are to get on with 
the real discovery of Africa we must listen to 
Africans.” 

–from the Introduction to Contemporary 
African Literature

by Edris Makward and Leslie Lacy
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CORRESPONDENCE



Thanks so much for the explicit suggestions on the 
book and also for your warm enthusiasm. I sure 
needed it. Getting so, I didn’t know/trust what the hell 
was going on with that manuscript, ya know? I’m 
clearer now. Am convinvd I can thinkup what to do and 
to it with minimum of hassle once I get there away from 
all these needy people at my door….

Occurs to me I need an agent. I realize I 
expect/load an awful lot on you, Toni. And while I 
thoroughly/deeply appreciate your beyond the call of 
duty support, I mean damn TCB, lighten up. 

In case you didn’t know—you are a superb 
editor. I’ve just checked off items in the middle of your 
page 2 (middle of my page 300 and somp’n) and 
cracking up (laughin rather than ravin) over your 
shorthand language. Perfect…. Thank you, Toni. 
Really, truly truly. 
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