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Book as 
technology

Conservation for 
digitization I

Digitization of 
the book
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Conservation for 
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the Book is a Technology
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object of use

contenttechnology/
artefact

Book seen as…
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Lausanne, Bibliothèque cantonale et universitaire de Lausanne / Ms 350 /
ff. 1r-3r(www.e-codices.unifr.ch).
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Conservation for Digitization
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>digiprep>
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>digiprep>
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CONTENTS

i. fire.
ii. water.
iii. gas and heat.
iv. dust and neglect.
v. ignorance and bigotry.
vi. the bookworm.
vii. other vermin.
viii. bookbinders.
ix. collectors. 
x. servants and children. 
postscriptum. 
conclusion.
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viii. bookbinders (or book conservators). 

ix. collectors. 

x. servants and children.
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The Nag Hammadi Codices.
13 leather-bound single-quire papyrus volumes discovered by Egyptian farmers in 1945.

Dated mid-fourth century A.D. 
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Are we Digitizing the 
Book as an Object?
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object of use

contenttechnology/
artefact

materiality, structure, functioning…



Digitization for Conservation:

can the digital help understand & 
communicate materiality?
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http://www.digipal.eu/digipal/page/59/?vector_id=OpenLayers.Feature.Vector_1503
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LED Illumination Sequence

• 365 nm

• 445 nm
• 470 nm
• 505 nm
• 530 nm
• 570 nm
• 617 nm
• 625 nm

• 700 nm
• 735 nm
• 780 nm
• 870 nm
•940 nm
•1040nm

• 445 nm raking
• 910 nm raking

Ultra-Violet

NON-Visible

Visible

Infrared

NON- Visible
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Research Centre, University of the Arts London

Professor Nicholas Pickwoad
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St. Catherine’s Monastery Library on Mount Sinai, Egypt
Manuscript and Printed book Survey 
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Ligatus Research Centre
Printed book Survey 

eXtensible Markup Language
(XML) schema

Electronic forms

<book>
…
<sewing>

<numberOfStations>6</numberOfStations>
<status>

<firstSewing/>
</status>
<type>

<bypass/>
</type>
<stations>

<station>
<measurement>12</measurement>
<group>

<current/>
…
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+<right>
</right>
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SVG
(Scalable Vector Graphics) 

 <right>
</right>
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 

Information accuracy



1-Nov-2016 MITH - Digital Dialogues 52

Inform Description Schema Design

 

XML Schema

<xs:schema>
<xs:element
name="book">

</xs:element>
</xs:schema>


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Inform Description Schema Design

 
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name="book">
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https://github.com/leoba/VisColl
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http://dorpdev.library.upenn.edu/collation
http://digitalgalen.net/

private library

Vatican library

digital Galen Syriac palimpsest



1-Nov-2016 MITH - Digital Dialogues 57

Gathering assembly description

XML

XSLT

modeller

collation formula

Visualization Modules

Gathering diagrams

One-page-
per-quire 
view

Single 
page view

Image list

TEI

Annotation Modules

Taxonomy selection

Annotation 
mapping
(down to page 
level)

AAT

LOB DBpedia

…
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integration with



Conservation for Digitization 2.0
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>digiprep>
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>digiprep>
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SEMANTIC LAYER

XSLT
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Conclusions
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object of use

contenttechnology/
artefact
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object of 
use

contenttechnology
/artefact

Digital Cultural Object
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Use your book conservators…
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…and let your children play with the books!

THE BOOKBINDER’S.
The children have called in to see the bookbinder’s shop, and are
looking at a map, which he has varnished for them. Arthur is telling
his little sister he thinks he should like to be a bookbinder, it seems
such a nice business.
(Oscar Pletsch, Child-Land: Picture-Pages For The Little Ones, London: S. W. Partridge & Co., 1873)
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