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Pliny’s Historia Naturalis (c.77) in 37 books

I Preface; contents; sources

II
Cosmography; astronomy; 
meteorology

III-VI
Geography; ethnography; 
anthropology

VII-XI Man; inventions; zoology

XII-XIX Botany

XX-XXXII Medicine; pharmacology; magic

XXXIII-XXXVII Metallurgy; mineralogy; the fine arts





Pliny’s Natural History







“
I fundamentally like the idea that if I 
write something valuable, people 
will grow it - extend it, maintain it, 
squabble over it, and supersede it 
when it gets old. 

—Peter Merel (dev. CvWiki)”



WIKI IS NOT WIKIPEDIA



The following are the norms for this wiki: 
• unattributed viewpoints 
• original research 
• fussing, noise, fun, actual and inactual 

advances 
• thread mode, jokes, and transclusions 
• content shamelessly ripped off from other 

forums, possibly without attribution 
• signed works by WikiAuthors 
• unsigned works by actual authors 

from Ward Cunningham’s WikiWikiWeb









Wikipedia is written from a 
neutral point of view



The following are the norms for this wiki: 
• unattributed viewpoints 
• original research 
• fussing, noise, fun, actual and inactual 

advances 
• thread mode, jokes, and transclusions 
• content shamelessly ripped off from 

other forums, possibly without attribution 
• signed works by WikiAuthors 
• unsigned works by actual authors 

from Ward Cunningham’s WikiWikiWeb



• limits of verifiablity? 
• public publishing original research?
• gender gap?
• where are the humanists?



Thank you!

mkill@umd.edu
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